Environment
W Agency

Councillor John Proctor

Chair of Environment & Housing Scrutiny Board

Conservative Group Office ‘

2" Floor East

Civic Hall Date: 24 November 2016
Leeds

LS1 1UR

Dear John,
Thankyou for your letter of 271" October 2016.

In your correspondence to us you express your disappointment that the
Environment Agency did not attend the Scrutiny Board meeting in September.

Whilst we recognise the value and importance of Scrutiny Boards we can no
longer commit our limited resources to always attend in person. During 2015
we dedicated at significant amount of resource in support of the board and
whilst we cannot continue to commit the same level of resource, we do
welcome the opportunity to provide written updates and to answer any further
questions by correspondence. We will continue to work closely with Leeds
City Council's Minerals & Waste Planning team, as well as communicating
with the local community via the Community Liaison meetings we attend.

| recognise that this is not the response you are seeking. | therefore
welcomed the opportunity to meet and discuss the issues in play and explain
the basis of our approach in more detail on the 24 November 2016. | very
much hope that following our meeting you are better informed and able to
extend our explanation to all Scrutiny Board members.

| note your role as Chair of the Scrutiny Board will be coming to and end, and
a new chair is to be appointed. | would be happy to meet with the new chair
will ask my office to arrange a meeting once your replacement is announced.

With regards to the specific issues raised within your letter. Please find
attached to this letter a report of the permit breaches that have been recorded
at Peckfield Landfill Site whilst under the management of Caird Peckfield Ltd
(CPL).

We investigated Caird Peckfield Ltd in relation to permit breaches that
occurred in 2012 and 2013. As an enforcement response we provided advice
and guidance to the company and issued an enforcement notice requiring the
company to comply with the terms of its permit.
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We also brought a prosecution in the Magistrate’s Court against the company
for a permit contravention during the same period. The Code for Crown
Prosecutors places us under a statutory obligation to continuously keep under
review any decision to commence a prosecution. The prosecution was
withdrawn after conducting one such review for reasons that are legally
privileged.

With regards to more recent permit brea(ﬁhes the Environment Agency have
issued Warning Letters as detailed in the attached report.

| am sorry that you feel that you have not had a clear explanation from the
Environment Agency as to why Caird Peckfield’s financial provision cannot be
shared with the council. We previously informed the Scrutiny Board at the
meeting in December 2015 that financial provision is subject to commercial
confidentiality. This is in compliance with Regulation 48(1) of the
Environmental Permitting Regulations 2010 which requires the Environment
Agency to exclude information from the public register if it-

e considers that the information may be confidential information; or
e receives notice from the information subject which —
o states that the information subject considers the information is
confidential information, and
o gives reasons for that view.

As we have mentioned previously, financial provision is a mechanism to
ensure that adequate aftercare provision can be put in place in the event of an
operator abandoning a site. Financial provision is there to cover the cost of
closure and aftercare, it does not provide provision for full restoration of the
site as detailed in any planning permission.

With respect to the fire incidents at the Peckfield Landfill site on Saturday 8t
October and Monday 24" October 2016. A fire investigation is underway to
try to establish the cause of the fires. West Yorkshire Fire Service are
supporting in that investigation. The report will be made available once the
investigation is complete.

Prior to completion of the investigation we have asked Caird Peckfield to
review and update their fire incident operational procedures and review their
site security.

| hope that this is helpful and that you will be able to meet with me in the near
future. Please contact me again if | can be of further assistance.

Yours sincerely

i
C 2 x SO S ._,j

Victoria Slingsby
Area Environment Manager — West Yorkshire
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Environment Agency, Crosskill House, Mill Lane, Beverley, HU17 9JW
Customer Services Line: 08708 506 506

Email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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